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Jonah 1:1-2 יונה א׳:א׳-ב׳
(א) וַֽיְהִי֙ ּדְבַר־יי אֶל־יֹונָ֥ה בֶן־אֲמִּתַ֖י לֵאמֹֽר׃ (ב) קּ֠ום לְֵ֧ אֶל־נִֽינְוֵ֛ה 

הָעִ֥יר הַּגְדֹולָ֖ה ּוְקָר֣א עָלֶ֑יהָ ּכִֽי־עָלְתָ֥ה ָרעָתָ֖ם לְפָנָֽי׃

(1) The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: (2) Go 
at once to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim judgment upon 
it; for their wickedness has come before Me



Ibn Ezra on Jonah 1:2:1
Our Rabbis taught correctly that it bothered him that they should 
survive on account of Israel …In the earliest days they were God 
fearing and it was only recently, in the days of Jonah, that they started 
to do evil.  If they had not been God fearing people, God would not 
have sent his prophet to them.  We see that they did complete, 
unparalleled repentance.  As a proof, it doesn’t say that they smashed 
altars or idols and from this we learn that they had not been idol 
worshipers. 

•According to Ibn Ezra, why didn’t Jonah want to go to Nineveh?  
•What does Ibn Ezra think about the Ninevites?  



Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer 10:4
(4) Rabbi Chanina said: (Men) of the seventy languages were there on the ship, and 
each one had his god in his hand, (each one) saying: And the God who shall reply and 
deliver us from this trouble, He shall be God. They arose and every one called upon the 
name of his god, but it availed nought. Now Jonah, because of the anguish of his soul, 
was slumbering and asleep. The captain of the ship came to him, saying, Behold, we are 
standing betwixt death and life, and thou art slumbering and sleeping; of what people 
art thou? He answered them, "I am an Hebrew" (Jonah 1:9). (The captain) said to him, 
Have we not heard that the God of the Hebrews is great? Arise, call upon thy God, 
perhaps He will work (salvation) for us according to all His miracles which He did for 
you at the Reed Sea. He answered them, It is on my account that this misfortune has 
befallen you; take me up and cast me into the sea and the sea will become calm unto 
you, as it is said, "And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea; so 
shall the sea be calm unto you" (Jonah 1:12).



Jonah 3:4-9
(4) Jonah started out and made his way into the city the distance of one 
day’s walk, and proclaimed: “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown!” (5) The people of Nineveh believed God. They 
proclaimed a fast, and great and small alike put on sackcloth. (6) When 
the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off 
his robe, put on sackcloth, and sat in ashes. (7) And he had the word 
cried through Nineveh: “By decree of the king and his nobles: No man 
or beast—of flock or herd—shall taste anything! They shall not graze, 
and they shall not drink water! (8) They shall be covered with sackcloth
—man and beast—and shall cry mightily to God. Let everyone turn 
back from his evil ways and from the injustice of which he is guilty. (9) 
Who knows but that God may turn and relent? He may turn back from 
His wrath, so that we do not perish.”



Jonah 3:5-10
(5) The people of Nineveh believed God. They proclaimed a fast, and great and small alike put on 
sackcloth. (6) When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his robe, 
put on sackcloth, and sat in ashes. (7) And he had the word cried through Nineveh: “By decree of the 
king and his nobles: No man or beast—of flock or herd—shall taste anything! They shall not graze, and 
they shall not drink water! (8) They shall be covered with sackcloth—man and beast—and shall cry 
mightily to God. Let everyone turn back from his evil ways and from the injustice of which he is guilty. 
(9) Who knows but that God may turn and relent? He may turn back from His wrath, so that we do not 
perish.” (10) God saw what they did, how they were turning back from their evil ways. And God 
renounced the punishment He had planned to bring upon them, and did not carry it out.

•Who wore sackcloth? Why?    

•Who cried out to God? Why?    

•Why did God spare them?   



Jonah 4:1 
(א) וַּיֵַ֥רע אֶל־יֹונָ֖ה ָרעָ֣ה גְדֹולָ֑ה וַּיִ֖חַר לֹֽו׃

(1) This displeased Jonah greatly, and he was grieved.

Why was Jonah displeased and angry?



Mei HaShiloach, Volume II, Prophets, Jonah 4:1
He left the city ... the prophet feared being in the city because he was 
sure that at least a few houses or courtyards would fall.... But the 
consequences of his destruction prophecy affected only his gourd.  

•According to the Mei Shiloach:  

◦Why did Jonah leave the city?  

◦How did Jonah's prophecy come true?   



Jonah 4:2 
(ב) וַּיִתְּפַּלֵ֨ל אֶל־יי וַּיֹאמַ֗ר אָּנָ֤ה יי הֲלֹוא־זֶ֣ה ְדבִָר֗י עַד־הֱיֹותִי֙ עַל־אְַדמָתִ֔י עַל־ּכֵ֥ן 

ִקּדַ֖מְּתִי לִבְֹר֣חַ ּתְַרׁשִ֑יׁשָה ּכִ֣י יַָד֗עְּתִי ּכִ֤י אַּתָה֙ אֵֽל־חַּנּ֣ון וְַרחּ֔ום אֶֶ֤רְ אַּפַ֙יִם֙ 
וְַרב־חֶ֔סֶד וְנִחָ֖ם עַל־הָָרעָֽה׃

Jonah 4:2
(2) He prayed to the LORD, saying, “O LORD! Isn’t this just what I said 
when I was still in my own country? That is why I fled beforehand to 
Tarshish. For I know that You are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to 
anger, abounding in kindness, renouncing punishment.



Tne 13 Attributes 
ADONAI,1 ADONAI2 – God3 compassionate4 and gracious,5 
slow to anger,6 abundant in lovingkindness7 and truth.8  
God preserves kindness to the thousandth generation,9 
forgiving iniquity10 rebellion11 and sin;12 and cleansing.
13” (Exodus 34:5-7) 

יִם  יְהָֹו֣ה ׀ יְהֹוָ֔ה אֵ֥ל ַר֖חּום וְַחּ֑נּון אֶֶ֥רְ ַאַּפ֖
א ָעֹ֛ון ֶסד וֶֽאֱמֶֽת: נֹצֵ֥ר חֶ֨סֶד֙ לָֽאֲלָפִ֔ים נֵֹׂש֥  וְַרב־ֶח֥

ה וְנֵַּק֙ה ַׁשע וְַחָּטָא֑  וֶָפ֖



Jonah 4:3
(ג) וְעַּתָ֣ה יי ַקח־נָ֥א אֶת־נַפְׁשִ֖י מִּמֶּ֑נִי ּכִ֛י טֹ֥וב מֹותִ֖י מֵחַּיָֽי׃ (ס)

(3) Please, LORD, take my life, for I would rather die than live.”

Why does Jonah want to die?



Jonah 4:5
(ה) וַּיֵצֵ֤א יֹונָה֙ מִן־הָעִ֔יר וַּיֵׁ֖שֶב מִּקֶֶ֣דם לָעִ֑יר וַּיַעַׂש֩ לֹ֨ו ׁשָ֜ם סֻּכָ֗ה 

וַּיֵׁ֤שֶב ּתַחְּתֶ֙יהָ֙ ּבַּצֵ֔ל עַ֚ד אֲׁשֶ֣ר יְִראֶ֔ה מַה־ּיִהְיֶ֖ה ּבָעִֽיר׃

(5) Now Jonah had left the city and found a place east of 
the city. He made a booth there and sat under it in the 
shade, until he should see what happened to the city.

Why does he make a Sukkah? What does he want to see 
happen?



Jonah 4:6
(ו) וַיְמַ֣ן יְהוָֽה־אֱֹ֠לִקים ִקיָקיֹ֞ון וַּיַ֣עַל ׀ מֵעַ֣ל לְיֹונָ֗ה לִֽהְיֹ֥ות צֵל֙ עַל־ֹראׁשֹ֔ו לְהַּצִ֥יל לֹ֖ו 

מֵָרֽעָתֹ֑ו וַּיִׂשְמַ֥ח יֹונָ֛ה עַל־הַּקִֽיָקיֹ֖ון ׂשִמְחָ֥ה גְדֹולָֽה׃

(6) The LORD God provided a gourd, which grew up over Jonah, to provide 
shade for his head and save him from discomfort. Jonah was very happy about 
the plant.

•Why did God make it grow?   

•How did Jonah feel about it? Why?   

•What does it represent? 





Jonah 4:7
(ז) וַיְמַ֤ן הָֽאֱֹלהִים֙ ּתֹולַ֔עַת ּבַעֲלֹ֥ות הַׁשַּ֖חַר לַּֽמָחֳָר֑ת וַּתְַ֥ 

אֶת־הַּקִֽיָקיֹ֖ון וַּיִיבָֽׁש׃

(7) But the next day at dawn God provided a worm, 
which attacked the plant so that it withered.



Jonah 4:8
(ח) וַיְהִ֣י ׀ ּכִזְֹר֣חַ הַׁשֶּ֗מֶׁש וַיְמַ֨ן אֱֹלִק֜ים רּ֤וחַ ָקִדים֙ חֲִריׁשִ֔ית וַּתְַ֥ הַׁשֶּ֛מֶׁש 
עַל־ֹר֥אׁש יֹונָ֖ה וַּיִתְעַּלָ֑ף וַּיִׁשְאַ֤ל אֶת־נַפְׁשֹו֙ לָמּ֔ות וַּיֹ֕אמֶר טֹ֥וב מֹותִ֖י מֵחַּיָֽי׃

(8) And when the sun rose, God provided a sultry east wind; the sun 
beat down on Jonah’s head, and he became faint. He begged for death, 
saying, “I would rather die than live.”

•What happened because of the wind? 
•What did the wind blow away? What did the wind leave behind?  
•What could the wind represent? 



Jonah 4:9
(ט) וַּיֹ֤אמֶר אֱֹלִקים֙ אֶל־יֹונָ֔ה הַהֵיטֵ֥ב חָָרֽה־לְָ֖ עַל־הַּקִֽיָקיֹ֑ון וַּיֹ֕אמֶר הֵיטֵ֥ב 

חָָֽרה־לִ֖י עַד־מָֽוֶת׃

(9) Then God said to Jonah, “Are you so deeply grieved about the 
plant?” “Yes,” he replied, “so deeply that I want to die.”

•Why was Jonah angry about the situation? 



יונה ד׳:י׳
(י) וַּיֹ֣אמֶר יי אַּתָ֥ה חַ֙סְּתָ֙ עַל־הַּקִ֣יָקיֹ֔ון אֲׁשֶ֛ר ֹלא־עָמַ֥לְּתָ ּבֹ֖ו וְֹל֣א 

גִּדַלְּתֹ֑ו ׁשֶּבִן־לַ֥יְלָה הָיָ֖ה ּובִן־לַ֥יְלָה אָבָֽד׃

Jonah 4:10
(10) Then the LORD said: “You cared about the plant, 
which you did not work for and which you did not grow, 
which appeared overnight and perished overnight.



Jonah 4:11
(יא) וַֽאֲנִי֙ ֹל֣א אָחּ֔וס עַל־נִינְוֵ֖ה הָעִ֣יר הַּגְדֹולָ֑ה אֲׁשֶ֣ר יֶׁש־ּבָּ֡ה הְַרּבֵה֩ מִֽׁשְּתֵים־עֶׂשְֵר֨ה 

ִרּבֹ֜ו אָָד֗ם אֲׁשֶ֤ר ֹלֽא־יַָדע֙ ּבֵין־יְמִינֹ֣ו לִׂשְמֹאלֹ֔ו ּובְהֵמָ֖ה ַרּבָֽה׃

(11) And should not I care about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are 
more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not yet know their 
right hand from their left, and many beasts as well!”

•Why does God think that the people (and beasts) were worth saving? 



Live by your beliefs and values.  
Set priorities. 
Follow your passion.  



Achieve balance. 

Feel content. 

Make a difference. 

Live in the moment. 


