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Tests in Torah and Tests in Life 
Text complied by Rabbi Judy Schindler 

Rosh Hashanah 5781 
 

“The Torah lesson emphasizes the cardinal truth that all of life is a test, and that 
each of us is being tested daily.” Rabbi Saul I. Teplitz, Life is of Living  

 
 

 
 

Akeidat Yitzhak – The Binding of Isaac - What was the test? 

 ט ״ י-׳א:ב״כ בראשית

ר  אמֶּ ם ַוי ִ֣ ת־ַאְבָרָהָ֑ ה אֶּ ים ִנָסָּ֖ ֱאֹלִהֵ֔ ה ְוָהִ֣ לֶּ ים ָהא ֵ֔ י ַאַח֙ר ַהְדָבִרִ֣ א  )א( ַוְיִהִ֗ ר ַקח־ָנָ֠ אמֶּ ִני׃ )ב( ַוי ֹּ֡ ֵּֽ ר ִהנ  אמֶּ ם ַוי ֹּ֥ יו ַאְבָרָהָּ֖ ָלֵ֔ א 

ה ָלֵ֔ הּו ָש֙ם ְלע  ָ֤ ִרָיָ֑ה ְוַהֲעל  ץ ַהמ  רֶּ ָּ֖ ל־אֶּ ְך־ְלךֵ֔ אֶּ ק ְולֶּ ת־ִיְצָחֵ֔ ְבָת֙ אֶּ ר־ָאַה֙ יְדךָ֤ ֲאשֶּ ת־ְיִחֵּֽ ת־ִבְנךָ֨ אֶּ ר   אֶּ ָּ֖ ים ֲאשֶּ ָהִרֵ֔ ֵּֽ ד הֶּ ל ַאַחִ֣ ַעַ֚

ם יך׃ )ג( ַוַיְשכ ָ֨ ֵּֽ לֶּ ר א  ַמֹּ֥ ֹו ַוְיַבַקע֙  א  ק ְבנָ֑ ת ִיְצָחִ֣ ָּ֖ ֹו ְוא  ָ֤י ְנָעָרי֙ו ִאתֵ֔ ת־ְשנ  ח אֶּ ֹו ַוִיַקַּ֞ רֵ֔ ת־ֲחמ  ֙ש אֶּ ַַֽיֲחב  ר ַוֵּֽ קֶּ ם ַבב ִ֗ ה    ַאְבָרָהָ֜ ָלֵ֔ י ע  ִ֣ ֲעצ 

א ַאְבָר  י ַוִיָשָ֨ ֹום ַהְשִליִשִ֗ ים׃ )ד( ַביִ֣ ֹו ָהֱאֹלִהֵּֽ ַמר־לֹּ֥ ר־ָאֵּֽ ֹום ֲאשֶּ ל־ַהָמקָּ֖ ְך אֶּ לֶּ ֹום  ַוָיִַָֽ֣קם ַוי ֵ֔ ת־ַהָמקָּ֖ יָנָ֛יו ַוַיְַֹּֽ֥רא אֶּ ת־ע  ם אֶּ ָהָ֧

ה  ְלָכָּ֖ה ַעד־כ ָ֑ ַער נ  י ְוַהַנֵ֔ ֹור ַוֲאִנִ֣ ם־ַהֲחמֵ֔ ֙ה ִעֵּֽ ֹּ֥ם פ  יו ְשבּו־ָלכֶּ ל־ְנָעָרִ֗ ם אֶּ ר ַאְבָרָהָ֜ אמֶּ ק׃ )ה( ַוי ָ֨ ָרח ֵּֽ ּוָבה  מ  ָּ֖ה ְוָנשֹּ֥ ְשַתֲחוֶּ ְוִנֵּֽ

ה  ָלִ֗ י ָהע  ִ֣ ת־ֲעצ  ם אֶּ ח ַאְבָרָהָ֜ ם׃ )ו( ַוִיַקָ֨ ֵּֽ יכֶּ ם  ֲאל  ָּ֖ ּו ְשנ יהֶּ ת ַוי ְלכֹּ֥ לֶּ ָ֑ ַמֲאכֶּ ת־ַהֵּֽ ש ְואֶּ ָּ֖ ת־ָהא  ֹו אֶּ ח ְבָידֵ֔ ֹו ַוִיַקִ֣ ק ְבנֵ֔ ֙ם ַעל־ִיְצָחִ֣ שֶּ ַוָי֙

ָ֤ה  ר ִהנ  אמֶּ י ַוי ִ֗ י ְבִנָ֑ ִִ֣נֵּֽ ר ִהנֶּ אמֶּ י ַוי ָּ֖ ר ָאִבֵ֔ אמֶּ ם ָאִבי֙ו ַוי ִ֣ ל־ַאְבָרָהָ֤ ק אֶּ ר ִיְצָחָ֜ אמֶּ ו׃ )ז( ַוי ָ֨ ים ַיְחָדֵּֽ ִצֵ֔ ע  ֙ש ְוָהִ֣ ה׃  ָהא  ָלֵּֽ ה ְלע  ָּ֖ ֹּ֥ה ַהשֶּ ְוַאי 

אּו ו׃ )ט( ַוָיב ִ֗ ם ַיְחָדֵּֽ ָּ֖ ּו ְשנ יהֶּ י ַוי ְלכֹּ֥ ה ְבִנָ֑ ָלָּ֖ ה ְלע  ָ֛ ֹו ַהשֶּ ה־לֹּ֥ ים ִיְראֶּ ם ֱאֹלִהַּ֞ ֙ר ַאְבָרָהֵ֔ אמֶּ ֹו  )ח( ַוי ֙ ַמר־לִ֣ ר ָאֵּֽ ִ֣ ל־ַהָמקֹו֮ם ֲאשֶּ ֵּֽ  אֶּ

ַַֽיעֲ  ַח ַוֵּֽ ת־ַהִמְזב ֵ֔ ם ַאְבָרָה֙ם אֶּ ן ָשָ֤ בֶּ ַעל ָהֱאֹלִהי֒ם ַוִיָ֨ ַח ִמַמָּ֖ תֹ֙ו ַעל־ַהִמְזב ֵ֔ ם א  ֹו ַוָיָ֤שֶּ ק ְבנֵ֔ ת־ִיְצָחִ֣ ֙ד אֶּ ַַֽיֲעק  ים ַוֵּֽ ִצָ֑ ת־ָהע  ְך אֶּ ר ָּ֖

ָלָ֜  א א  ֹו׃ )יא( ַוִיְקָרָ֨ ת־ְבנֵּֽ ט אֶּ ת ִלְשח ָּ֖ לֶּ ָ֑ ַמֲאכֶּ ת־ַהֵּֽ ח אֶּ ֹו ַוִיַקָּ֖ ת־ָידֵ֔ ח ַאְבָרָה֙ם אֶּ ים׃ )י( ַוִיְשַלָ֤ ִצֵּֽ ְך ְיהָו֙ה ִמן־ַהשָ ָלע  ִים  יו ַמְלַאָ֤ ַמֵ֔

ַעש ַער ְוַאל־ַתֹּ֥ ל־ַהַנֵ֔ ְַֽד֙ך אֶּ ח ָיֵּֽ ר ַאל־ִתְשַלָ֤ אמֶּ ִני׃ )יב( ַוי ִ֗ ֵּֽ ר ִהנ  אמֶּ ם ַוי ָּ֖ ם ׀ ַאְבָרָהָ֑ ר ַאְבָרָהִ֣ אמֶּ ה    ַוי ָּ֖ י ׀ ַעָתִ֣ ּוָמה ִכִ֣ ֹו ְמאָ֑ לָּ֖

ת־ְיִחיְדךָּ֖  ת־ִבְנךֹּ֥ אֶּ ְכָת אֶּ א ָחַשָ֛ ָתה ְול ֹּ֥ א ֱאֹלִהי֙ם ַאֵ֔ ָ֤ י־ְיר  ְעִתי ִכֵּֽ ִיל  ָיַדִ֗ יו ַוַיְר֙א ְוִהנ ה־ַאֵ֔ יָנִ֗ ת־ע  ם אֶּ א ַאְבָרָהָ֜ ִני׃ )יג( ַוִיָשָ֨ ֵּֽ ִממֶּ

ֹו ַחת ְבנֵּֽ ה ַתֹּ֥ ָלָּ֖ הּו ְלע  ֹּ֥ ִיל ַוַיֲעל  ת־ָהַאֵ֔ ח אֶּ ְך ַאְבָרָה֙ם ַוִיַקִ֣ ָ֤לֶּ ְך ְבַקְרָנָ֑יו ַוי  ז ַבְסַבָּ֖ ֱאַחֹּ֥ ר נֶּ ֹום  ַאַחַ֕ ם־ַהָמקֹּ֥ ֵּֽ ם ש  א ַאְבָרָהָ֛ ׃ )יד( ַוִיְקָרָ֧

ּו ם ש  ַההָּ֖ ל־ַאְבָרָהָ֑ ְך ְיהָוָּ֖ה אֶּ א ַמְלַאֹּ֥ ה׃ )טו( ַוִיְקָרָ֛ ֵּֽ ר ְיהָוָּ֖ה י ָראֶּ ֹום ְבַהֹּ֥ ר ַהיֵ֔ ִ֣ ֙ר י ָאמ  ה ֲאשֶּ ָ֑ ִים׃  א ְיהָוִ֣ה ׀ ִיְראֶּ ית ִמן־ַהָשָמֵּֽ ִנָּ֖

ה ר ַהזֵֶּ֔ ת־ַהָדָבִ֣ יָת֙ אֶּ ר ָעִשָ֨ ָ֤ ַען ֲאשֶּ י ַיַ֚ ְעִתי ְנֻאם־ְיהָוָ֑ה ִכִ֗ י ִנְשַבָּ֖ ר ִבֹּ֥ אמֶּ י־  )טז( ַוי ַ֕ ך׃ )יז( ִכֵּֽ ֵּֽ ת־ְיִחידֶּ ת־ִבְנךֹּ֥ אֶּ ְכָת אֶּ א ָחַשָּ֖ ְול ֹּ֥

ת ַהָיָ֑ם ְויִ  ר ַעל־ְשַפִ֣ ָּ֖ ֹול ֲאשֶּ ִים ְוַכחַ֕ י ַהָשַמֵ֔ ִ֣ ת־ַזְרֲע֙ך ְככֹוְכב  ֵּֽ ה אֶּ ָ֤ ה ַאְרבֶּ ְכךִ֗ ְוַהְרָבָ֨ ְך ֲאָברֶּ ִ֣ יו׃  ָבר  ְיָבֵּֽ ַער א  ת ַשֹּ֥ ָּ֖ ש ַזְרֲעךֵ֔ א  ַרִ֣

ּו ְבַזְרֲעךֵ֔  מּו ַוי ְלכֹּ֥ )יח( ְוִהְתָבֲרכִ֣ יו ַוָיֻקָ֛ ל־ְנָעָרֵ֔ י׃ )יט( ַוָיָָ֤שב ַאְבָרָה֙ם אֶּ ִלֵּֽ ְעָת ְבק  ר ָשַמָּ֖ ֹּ֥ ב ֲאשֶּ קֶּ ץ ע ַ֕ רֶּ ִ֣י ָהָאָ֑ ל ּגֹוי  ו   כ ָּ֖ ּו ַיְחָדָּ֖

ַבע׃ )פ( ר ָשֵּֽ ֹּ֥ ם ִבְבא  ב ַאְבָרָהָּ֖ ֹּ֥שֶּ ַבע ַוי  ר ָשָ֑ ִ֣ ל־ְבא   אֶּ
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Genesis 22:1-19 

(1) Some time afterward, God put Abraham to the test. He said to him, “Abraham,” 

and he answered, “Here I am.” (2) And He said, “Take your son, your favored one, 

Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt 

offering on one of the heights that I will point out to you.” (3) So early next morning, 

Abraham saddled his ass and took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. He 

split the wood for the burnt offering, and he set out for the place of which God had 

told him. (4) On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place from afar. (5) 

Then Abraham said to his servants, “You stay here with the ass. The boy and I will go 

up there; we will worship and we will return to you.” (6) Abraham took the wood for 

the burnt offering and put it on his son Isaac. He himself took the firestone and the 

knife; and the two walked off together. (7) Then Isaac said to his father Abraham, 

“Father!” And he answered, “Yes, my son.” And he said, “Here are the firestone and 

the wood; but where is the sheep for the burnt offering?” (8) And Abraham said, 

“God will see to the sheep for His burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them 

walked on together. (9) They arrived at the place of which God had told him. 

Abraham built an altar there; he laid out the wood; he bound his son Isaac; he laid 

him on the altar, on top of the wood. (10) And Abraham picked up the knife to slay 

his son. (11) Then an angel of the LORD called to him from heaven: “Abraham! 

Abraham!” And he answered, “Here I am.” (12) And he said, “Do not raise your hand 

against the boy, or do anything to him. For now I know that you fear God, since you 

have not withheld your son, your favored one, from Me.” (13) When Abraham looked 

up, his eye fell upon a ram, caught in the thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and 

took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering in place of his son. (14) And 

Abraham named that site Adonai-yireh, whence the present saying, “On the mount of 

the LORD there is vision.” (15) The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second 

time from heaven, (16) and said, “By Myself I swear, the LORD declares: Because you 

have done this and have not withheld your son, your favored one, (17) I will bestow 

My blessing upon you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars of 

heaven and the sands on the seashore; and your descendants shall seize the gates of 

their foes. (18) All the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by your 

descendants, because you have obeyed My command.” (19) Abraham then returned 

to his servants, and they departed together for Beer-sheba; and Abraham stayed in 

Beer-sheba. 
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Pirkei Avot 5:3 

(3) With ten trials was Abraham, our 

father (may he rest in peace), tried, 

and he withstood them all; to make 

known how great was the love of 

Abraham, our father (peace be upon 

him). 

 

 ׳ ג׳:ה אבות משנה

יו   לָׂ ִבינּו עָׂ ם אָׂ הָׂ ה ַאְברָׂ ה ִנְסיֹונֹות ִנְתַנסָׂ רָׂ )ג( ֲעשָׂ

ל  תֹו שֶׁ ה ִחבָׂ ם, ְלהֹוִדיַע ַכמָׂ ַמד ְבֻכלָׂ לֹום ְועָׂ ַהשָׂ

י לָׂ ִבינּו עָׂ ם אָׂ הָׂ לֹום:  ַאְברָׂ  ו ַהשָׂ

 

Abraham’s Ten Tests 

1. Being thrown into a furnace because of his belief in a single G-d; 

2. Leaving his birthplace, his country and his father's house, 

3. Famine in the land of Canaan and being forced to leave it; 

4. The oppression of Pharaoh by taking Sarah away from Abraham, 

5. The oppression of Avimelech by taking Sarah away from Abraham, 

6. The war against the militarily superior 4 kings to save Lot (his nephew), 

7. Taking Hagar in the hope of generating a son, 

8. Circumcision in a very old age of 99, 

9. Expulsion of Hagar and Ishmael that was bad in the eyes of Abraham, 

10.  Akeidat [binding of] Yitzchak to be scarified on mount Moriah. 
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Menachem Feldman   
 
The Hebrew word nes, the root of the word nisayon, the Hebrew word for 
“test.” Nes also means a banner, as in the verse, “I will raise my banner.”  Isaiah 
49:22. A test, then, includes more than measuring the qualities of the subject of 
the test. A test is also “raising a banner,” displaying and showing the world the 
amazing qualities of the one being tested. Thus, G‑d tested Abraham in order to 
display to all the world Abraham’s great commitment to G‑d.  
 

There are two words for “test” in Hebrew: bechinah and nisayon. Bechinah is used 

for tests such as those offered in school, where the test is designed to determine 

how much the student knows. A bechinah, then, gives insight into the ability of 

the student. The purpose of a nisayon, on the other hand, is not to determine the 

ability of the person being tested, but rather to see if the test itself, the obstacle 

and struggle, could propel the person to grow beyond his or her natural ability. 

The test offers an opportunity for the person to perform a miracle, to achieve the 

impossible and to grow into something greater. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 

Breakout Rooms 

What are the tests of COVID? 
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Rabbi Sidney Greenberg, Say Yes to Life 
  
Our sages correctly observed: “There is no creature who God does not test. We are 
all tested. We are always tested. Whether we are aware of it, life constantly springs 
little quizzes on us. Every day is examination day…  
 
The doctor confronting his patient is having his dedication tested. A lawyer 
consulting with his client is having his integrity tested. The preacher preparing his 
sermon is having his honesty tested. The teacher preparing her lesson is having 
her devotion tested. The businessman on the telephone, the Carpenter building 
his shed, the mechanic into the car, the painter on the scaffold -- each is having 
his character tested. 
 
When a neighbor has been bruised, our kindness is tested. When he has been 
blessed, our generosity is tested. When we have been hurt, or forgiveness is 
tested. When we have hurt, our humility is tested. Trouble tests are courage. 
Temptation tests are strength. Friendship tests are loyalty. Failure tests are 
perseverance.  
 
To look upon life as a series of tests means to bring to it at every time the finest of 
which we are capable; to keep ourselves always in top moral conditions; to realize 
the enormous possibilities for good and for ill inherent in each situation, 
regardless of how unspectacular or humdrum it may appear.  



7 
 

 

  



8 
 

Jewish Travel 5 - Yehuda Amichai 

Every year our father Abraham would take his sons to Mount Moriah  

The way I take my children to the Negev hills where I once had a war.  

Abraham hiked around with his sons.  

“This is where I left the servants behind, that’s where I tied the donkey to a tree  

At the foot of the mountain, and here, right here, Isaac my son, you asked:  

Behold the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?  

Then, up a little further, you asked for the second time.”  

When they reached the mountaintop, they rested a bit, ate and drank,  

And he showed them the thicket where the ram was caught by its horns.  

After Abraham died, Isaac started taking his sons to the same place.  

“Here I lifted the wood, this is where I got out of breath,  

here I asked, and my father answered: God will see to the lamb for the offering.  

Over there, I already knew it was me.”  

And when Isaac’s eyes were dim with age, his children  

Led him to that same spot on Mount Moriah, and recounted for him  

All that had come to pass, all that he might have forgotten 
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The Parable Of The Old Man And The Young (1916)  

by Wilfred Owen  

So Abram rose, and clave the wood, and went,  

And took the fire with him, and a knife.  

And as they sojourned both of them together,  

Isaac the first-born spake and said,  

My Father, Behold the preparations, fire and iron,  

But where the lamb for this burnt-offering?  

Then Abram bound the youth with belts and straps,  

And builded parapets and trenches there,  

And stretchèd forth the knife to slay his son.  

When lo! an Angel called him out of heaven,  

Saying, Lay not thy hand upon the lad,  

Neither do anything to him, thy son.  

Behold! Caught in a thicket by its horns,  

A Ram. Offer the Ram of Pride instead.  

But the old man would not so, but slew his son,  

And half the seed of Europe, one by one. 
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Heritage - Haim Gouri  

The ram came last of all.  
And Abraham did not know that it came to answer the boy's question –  
first of his strength when his day was on the wane.  
 

The old man raised his head.  
Seeing that it was no dream and that the angel stood there –  
the knife slipped from his hand.  
 

The boy, released from his bonds,  
saw his father's back.  
Isaac, as the story goes, was not sacrificed.  
He lived for many years, saw what pleasure had to offer,  
until his eyesight dimmed.  
 

But he bequeathed that hour to his offspring.  
They are born with a knife in their hearts. 


